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Some promise to water plpal trees, or to give a jug of water to
a Brahman; others promise to throw grains to pigeons, or to
feed a Brahman for a year, or to fast on the eleventh (Ekadasi)
of every fortnight for a year or more. (They will perform, or
begin to perform, these vows after the thirteenth day, when the
house has been purified.)
The dead man's forehead is smeared with white clay (Gopl
candana] brought from the sacred city of Dvaraka, or with
sacred ashes, or in some cases a red or white mark of sandal-
wood paste is made on the centre of the forehead. (If a
woman dies before her husband, and so escapes for ever from
the supreme dread of every Indian woman, that of becoming
a widow, she is considered so lucky that her face, and
especially her forehead, is smeared with red,)
, A tulas! leaf is put into the mouth of the corpse, together
with a piece of silver and a piece of gold, So essential is it to
have gold in the mouth at the time of death, that people often
have some of the precious metal inserted between their teeth
during their lifetime, to ensure its being there after death.
The corpse is now purified by having drops of water* taken
from both the rivers Ganges and Jamna poured into its mouth,
and, still with the object of purification, incense is burned. If
the dead man were a bachelor of marriageable age, a red
auspicious mark would be made on his forehead, and a fruit of
the god of love (tnadana-phala) is tied on to his right wrist.
In the writer's part of India all dead bodies are arranged so as
to look to the south, i.e. with feet to the south and head to
the north* (In some other places the opposite is the case.)
Sometimes, before this is done, to ascertain that death has
actually taken place, a lump of congealed clarified butter is
put on the forehead, and if It does not melt, it is taken as
a .sign that life is extinct. When this is certain, the syllable
Om is whispered in the ear of the corpse by his- son or near
relative, others take up the word and say it more and more
1 This water is usually, but not invariably, taken from the junction of
the two rivers near Allahabad.